= eyes 


LY TGP OI, 








he ce 


, “THE MEDLEY, No. ¥. 





a me 


| For’ Furr, 1803. 





' ORIGINAL. 


-~_ 


‘AMBULATOR, No. 2. 


‘* OH Vanity ! thou fell forcerefs! in what a fitu- 
“ ation am I plaged by thy infernal charms? Thou 
* detefted hag, who firft. prompted me to expofe myfelf 
“ as an author to the {neers and gibes of an envious 
** and ill-natured world ; who haft drawn upon me 
* the hatred and contempt of Mifs Charlotte, and“ all 
“© over whom fhe has any influence ;” who haft given 
“ me the character of tippler, nocturnal wayetier, and 
“© above all *“* Woman hater ;” thou haft fo often becn 
* the fource of my mertifications that I henceforth ba- 
‘¢ nifh thee forever from my embrace.” I involuntari- 
broke out into the above apoftrophe on the receipt of 
i. following letter :— 


Mr. Ambulater, 

-I was much pieafed whea I began your 
firft number, piveicubicly as you acknowledged. the La- 
dies induced you to “ commence autho?’ I was en- 
joying by anticipation.a monthly fealt of pleafure from 
perufing your pieces. But before I proceeded { far, I 
found my expectations croffed, and began to fulpect who 
you are.—If my fufpicions are juft (and they are in u- 


nifon with many others) you are an Old Bachelor, who 


can enjoy. more. pleafure i in the tavern with a bottle, 
than in the company of the Ladies—that if you fhould 
happen to be in their company, your chief delight is to 
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l-natured remarks. to be rehatedé te your com. 


panions at your nocturnal revels—that you are, in fine, 
mH 88 WT ann aay 39 .* J eae 

a ** Woman hater,” the moit deteftable-o ail animals 
‘ 1 . © 
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affur: } you Vi 1} not en 0} tae t eaiure of oi ving fatise- 
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faction tothe Ladies kiad you proceeded in a pro- 


erm ete I wieht have become a.correfpondent my. 
feif, but you have loft my friendfhip and efteem, nor 
need you expect t the leaft approbation from myielf, or 
any over whom 4 have the leat influence. 

CHARLOTTE. 


Tt was not my intention to have informed my readers 

what my fituation Is, it ry gy of litttle coniequence, 
provide dm Ly numbers meet their approbation; but a 
it is required of me I mat comply: Iam indeed 2 a 
Bachelor, not from inclination, but neceflity ; never 
having been able ta make‘any tmpreffion on the heart 
of a female, with.whom I could {pend my days in 
that connubial blifs which. forms a * Paradife below.” 
Yet fam fo far from being a ‘Woman. hater,” that I 
have a prefentiment, many days of happinefs in the mar- 
ried {late are yet In hose t for me._ Whil ft refleing on 
this fubject, | often exclaim with L’Enclus,— 

‘© Had { the fortune.to win a heart, with what par- 
fimony w: ould Lufe my advantage! How many grada- 
ions would I oblige myfelf to pals throvgh fucceflive- 
y! How many delicate plegfures. unknown. to the gene- 
ality of men, would J, as it were create to myfelf! Like 
the miler, I would inceffantly contemplate my treafvre ; 
rejoice in the richnefs.of it; be confcious that it con- 


er ae. > 


~ 


ftituted my higheft felicity ;\ place my whole fcheme_ of 
ha ppinets 1 in the e poffeflion fei it, tn looking upon it as my 


own peculiar property, in being the abfolute difpofer 
of it, and yet ftrengthen myfelf in the refolution not 
to leflen it by ufe. What tranfport, to read in the eyes 
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of alovely Woman, the dominion you have over her ! 
to obferve in ail her a€lions relative to you, a fil en- 
creafing tendernefs ! to ae ee her voice affume a 
fofter tone whenever fhe {peaks of, or to you | to view 
her blufles, even upan a compliment of courfe; andto 
triumph in her confufion upon any Bares ular addreifs. 
Can there be a fituation on earth, more 
that of alover conicious of octpr 
what further scpeit can lie 
thofe? Ha 
tience that 
tTeceived wit! 
the endeavors fie 
she has dreiied herfcit 
mién, the accent, the w 
known to be m sit agreeabl: 
to adorn herfelf to charm your fex in gene 
fent, her toil t is fpread for you alone! 
jewels, this r:bbon, that bracelet are put on | 
fole obje€t of her attire ; you are her jecond felf! Sh 
loves you over again in he ‘r own image {” 

But whilit tranferibing the piduce, the image is fo 
ftrongly im printed on my mind, tat ¢deal raptures o 
verpower ime! I mult defiit. 


}, 
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i have received a dashing letter from y. ick Dasn, 
giving along account of a party ‘of which he mac 
one ;”’ but as the f{cenes he paints, are mere repets 
of his prodigality, fuch as breaking glaffes s, riding ho 
fes to death, &c. and as fome expreflions might caufe a 
blufh on the cheek of Modefty, he mult be fatished wit i 
this notice of him. I will, however, prefent him with 
a mirror, in which per chance , he may fee oe of his’ 
features—and |! leave him to his own refle€iions. 

‘* Mr. Donothing, fet out to euta figure in this world: 
He laid creat plans, a as ts frequently the cafe with thofe 
who execute but {mall ones. He was determined to be 
rich without Jabor—run in debt for a large quantity of 
goods—opened a ftore in the country— —hired two hands 
totend it—truited largely—kept fine horfes—rode a 
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bout like a man of confequence, or ftrutted about the’ 
ftreets with his umbrella—drefled gay and lived high. 
Why not? fine cloaths, good liquors, loaf fugar sand 
acid, were very handy—only behind the counter ; and 
credit was good yet. But the tables were foon turned. 
Donothing’s creditors found out that his expences were 
greater than his income.—He is called upon to fettle 
his accounts—is found five hundred pounds in the rear. 
Nobody will truft him.—Nobody will heip him.—No- 
body pitics him.—He is caftin prifon, there to remain 
until he has paid the uttermoft farthing.—-Donothing 
rufts in jail!” : 


CHARACTER OF THOMAS JEFFERSON. 


Br Avtawn fh. Macncper EsQ. 
(Cosseluded from page 115.) 

THE candor of amicable negociation, is too fre- 
quently the victim of court intrigue and of diplomatic 
ceremony. There was no cabinet that afforded more 
pretenfions for both, than the court of Louis the 16th. 
To miflead, to bribe, and to corrupt, by all the arts of 
chicanery and deceit, confticuted the peculiar fall of e- 
very minifter, and were the preliminaries of every ne- 
gociation. When Mr. Jefferfon went to France, he 
carried with him the friendly views of a people whofe 
fimplicity had not been corrupted, and whofe manners, 
founded upon that candor which flows from an elevated 
freedom, difdained the licentioufnefs of a court, that 
was calculatedteembarrasand betray. Arrived there, 
it was very reafonable to fuppofe, that the recent dif 
memberment of the American celonies from Great 


Britain, and the natural inveteracy which had for ages, 


exited between the cabinets of France and England, 
would have been the means of depreciating the pepu- 
larity of our negociator. Mr. Jefferfon at an early 
period of his refidence at the court of the former, fore- 
faw, with the intuitive eye of fagacity, what he might 
reafonably expect from the oppofition of the latter. 
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Mr. Fefferson. : 125 


His unfhaken integrity, however, his candor and impar- 
tiality, were the grounds, for fair dealings from all par- 
tics. * They not only infpired the friendfhip and conf- 
dence of the Count de -Montmorin, the venal minifter 
of °a corrupted court, but-of that party, who from fen- 
timent, felt favorablydifpofed towards the American 
revolution. This could only be the refult of a princi- 
ple,-which with courts as well as with individuals gives 
to character the impulfe of involuntary b> st when 
it is found to be invulnerable, to unjult calumniation 
ana POPToaca. -- Were tha views of the French cabinet 
difclofed? Mr. Jefferfon ttudied them. ‘The firft caufe 
and the probable effect, were the ‘dire& objects of in- 
veltigation. Were they -hid-from his immediate infpec- 
tien? He affumed the *powers’ and the language of 
prophecy ; predicted with the fagacityef an ingenious 
' y : , am 
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mtn iy wid 
the mature cf things,’ weulu: Pernvii. "-Accuiomed to 
judge of men, more by their actions tha their profefii- 

o 5) . . 2 . ‘ s 
ons, and conftantly in'the habit of regulating himfelf 


by the fornier, the ‘courtly language of diflimulation, 


made no imnpreffion ‘on him. It ‘was by a difplay of 


thefe qualifications, fo little looked for, in the ambaffa- 


dor of a ruftic people, that he preferved his own, and. 


the dignity of the nation, he reprefented. * Recalled to 
fill the department of ftate, he-left France after having 


rendered to his country, as much fervice by his abilities, ° 


as he had beftowed honor on himfelf, by the combina- 
tion of the“ various qualities of integrity, fagacify and 
prudence. He quit it, leaving onthe mind of the-na- 


tion, thefe fentiments of veneration and'refpett, which ~ 


have not been erafed by’the recent convulffens of ftate. 

There was no charaéter perhaps in America; more 
eminently calculated to fill the-departnient of f{tate, 
than Mr. Jefferfon. Few men who- have travelled at 
all, have travelled with more advantage ;-and poffefled a 
greater capacity of receiving improvement, from: this 
mode of it, than him. The genius of each nation, its 
particular cuftoms and manners; and the great relative 
interefts which regulated. the policy. of courts, were 
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fubje&ts, with which, he was acquainted ; and eminent- 
ly fitted him,tc fH a department, the peculiar organ of 
their “communications. Controverly, which {9 fre- 
quently betrays the fallibility of the underganding, be- 
caufe it begets intemperance, never makes him a viétiin 
to the defigns of his opponents.. He litens to his ar- 
guments with{crupulous attention; draws n2w fources 
of information from confliting prihciples ; andif heis 
anrmated at all, it is withthe difcove ry of anewtruth. 
There are, perhaps, few men better calculated always 
to trioamph and always to leave unon the mind, at lest 


a 
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-the molt favourabie unprefiions, if not the molt decifive 
tonviétion. This is not difficult to account for, when 


applied to Mr. Jefferfon ; becaufe few men, like him, 
deferve the application. He never hazards an opinion 
without the authority of experience, and the conviction 


ofreafon. Travel andobfervation have matured the one, - 


and extenfive application and refieclion, have tavigora- 
ted the other. - His principles, therefore, convey the 
ftrongelt imprefiioirs ; which he inforces by logical de- 
duétion and* mathematical preciiion, drawn from an ex- 
panded intelled&t, that feparates with infnite facility, 
the purity cf truth, from the grofiecr matertals of error. 

When citizen Genet, the ex-minifter of Robefperian 
fanaticifm, appeared in America, he attempicd to ine- 
pofe his new philofophy of light and hberty upon the 


government. He had nothing to boalt of, on the fcore 


of fuperior diplomatic fkili, His communications to 
the fecretary of itate, were evidently of the tampering 
kind, -- ‘hey were impreffed with all the marks of that 
enthufiaftic infanity,-which regulated the councils of 
the fa€tion 3 and which, were calculatedto iniftake their 
object, by ditgufting their intended vitums. ‘The mind 
of Mr. Jefferfon, difcovered itfelf, in an early period 
of his-correfpondence with the French minifter. The 
communications of Genet were decorated with all the 
flowers of eloquence, without the force and conviction 
of rhetorical energy. — Accuftomed to diplomatic cal- 
culation, and intimately combining caufe with effect, 


Mri Jefferfon apprehended the fubje@, with rength 
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Mr. Fefferson. ¥2 


and precifion; tonfidered it—developed it—viewed it 
on all fides—liftened to every appeal, and attended to 
every *charge—and in every communication, burit forth 
with a ftrensili of refutation, that at once det; éted and 
embarraffed, the difappointed minilter of .a-wily and fa- 
natic fachon, > 

It is, in moft inftances,‘ufelefs to.oppofe enihufiafm 

with the deliberate coolnefs of reafon and argument.—~ 
They are the antipodes of each other ; and of thatim- 
perious nature, which nrituatly folicit triumph and dif- 
da ain Henoucilations The tyraan y of the obegnaian 
principles, were calculated to inveigle within the vor- 
tex of Europe an politics, the A merican government 
and people. “The coolnefs and fagacity of the fecretae 
ry of ftate, compofed their defence and preteclion.— 
The appeal was m jutually made to the government ;— 
andit is a fortunate circumftance, that there. exifted 
this tribunal to approbate the meafures of the fecreta- 
ry, and to filence forever, the declamatory oracle of an 
wnfidious fas-ion. Chécked and. defeated aen ali fides, his 
dodtrines itripped of their vifionary principles, and him- 
felf betrayed into the labyrinth of diplomatic myftery, 
their ex-divinity, fhrunk into the filence of contempt ; 
declaring with his laft breath, that Mr. Jeflerfon was 
the only man in America, whofe talents he highly ref- 
pected. 

The diplomatic conteft with Genet, was not the only 
ene, which drew forth into action, the {plendid abilities 
of Mr. jeferfon. ‘Che American world was for fome 
time, amufed, with the communications of the Englifh 
minilter, Hammond. ‘Lheir object is ton well known, 
to require dciineation. It was «a conteft between the 
antiquated principles of arotten monarchy, deluded. by 
the fallacious idea of effeGiing a triump h, and the newlv 
acquired maxims of the republican philofophy. ‘The 
communications. of 5 eer 1ond, were flamped with the 
orioinal dulinefs and ipidity of their author, Inca- 
pable of convicting by ihe energy of argument, the im- 
portance of the miniiter was maintained, by the length 
and number of his betters ; ; and by that rigid perfever- 
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ance, which was calculated toirritate and ‘difguft. “T4- 
red with the correfpondence, the fecretary of ftate ap- 
pears to have collected together the united energies of 
his mind, in a fingle letter,’.of confiderable length, 
wherein he combines with infinite fkill, the erudition 
of the counfellor, the wifdom of the politician, and the 
fagacity of diplomatic ingenuity. . No longer deluded 
by the dreams of triump, Hammond in a.fhort time 
went home, to kifs the ariftooratical hand that makes 
him a flave ; and Mr. Jefferfon, to feek that repofe in 
retirement, which his laborious attention, to the duties 
of his office feemed to demand. 

Mr. Jefferfon appears, from the incomparable felicity 
ef his temper, to have arrived at the molt elevated 
height of philofophy.. He has not efcaped the misfor- 
tune, if it is one, of having enemies, to. depreciate his 


‘virtues and calumniate ‘his principles. ‘Thefe virtues 


have frequently furnifhed. pretences for the- bittereft 
calumny. ‘The equanimity of his temper, however ne- 
ver fell a victim, to the unmanly provocatives, which fo 
often difturb little minds. - -His contempt for unjuft cen- 
fare, his dignified referve, beneath the infolence of mi- 
nifterial loquacity and his unfhaken ferenity, whilft the 
whole political world.is. moving around-him, marks a 
foul capable of holding calamity in defiance. Viewing 
mankind as they really are, biaffed by paflion, fwayed 
by prejudice, and with ears continually open to the in- 
yocations of individual intereft, he fiands aloof in the 
tenement of his own-exalted mind, and like Jupiter 
from Olympus, furveys with ferenity. and filence 
the fate of empires. Itis well known, however, that 
his enemies are of that obfequious tribe of court para- 
fites, who move in the inferior circles of re{pectability, 
and feel the influence of talents, which they feek to 
decry by the arts of petulance and loquacity. 

He has fufficient knowledge of human nature, to 
know that this.is the invaluntary tribute of envy, and 
is confoled ; that it is the medium for the inculcation.of 
truth, and.is fatisfied ; that he is not confcious. of de- 
ferving of reproach; andis filent. Surely the man who 
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ean preferve fuch equanimity of temper, whocan main- 
tain the compofure of his mind, and liftento unmerited 
reproach without the cauiteiandthe fs of deferving it, fure- 
ly fuch a man is intitled to the firft place in our efteem. 
‘They are attributes, which few men poffels ; ; are the 
productions of the molt dificult of all attainments, the 
knowledge and efteem of ourfelves, and flow from an ele- 
vated philofophy, that feeks tranquility, in contcious 
reclitude ; which teaches forbearance, whilft it refines our 
knowledge of human nature, and views the confii¢ ling 
paftions of mankind, as connected with the deiliny of 
focial life. ‘To dela from this dignified fphere of 
human reafon, lke the pagan Gods from Clympus, to 
participate in the conflicts of an inferior order of beings, 
would be doing violence to the fanCtuary of philofophy. 
His enemies may defire it; and feek an occafion for 
that triumph which pertinacious mediocrity fometimes 
acguires, over the fublimity of genius. 

He feels the moft complete fecurity in the celeftia 
fanétuaty of felf-applaufe ; in the fteady difcharge 
the duties committed to his care; in an inflexibility to 
ill, and in the obftinacy of juflice. The arts of in alice 
and the rude voice of faétton affail himin vain. ‘lhe 
fenfelefs clamours of his enemies make no imprefion 
on him. He appears nivulnerable to the thafts of ma- 
lignity which fall every where around him, blunted by 
the invincible dignity of his character and the re efpedia- 
bility of his talents. 


SELECTIONS. 
—-»_- # 
HISTORY OF MARIA ARNOED. 
(Conclud:d from page 118.) 

THE wind fighed through the Yew trees, and the 
face of nature ‘feenied to darken with oppreflive gioom. 
We entered the church, where, after al! thi ings had beer 
duly arranged, the ceremony was begun. —A’ calm re- 
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{iznation was apparent in the countenance of Arnold; 
nnd as he pronounced the fervice, a kind of divine .en- 
thufiafim lightened from his eyes. Now and they his 
foeech would faulter, and the tear would fill his’ eye, 
and [ witneffed man y aneffort to fupprefs the tender 
emotions of hisfoul. He had proceeded a confiderable 
way in the fervice andthe corpie was made ready to be 
daid into the grave, when fudden'y the folding doors of 
the church we te thrown open, and a young man, in 
mourning, rufhed vehemently in. His afpeét was hur- 
vied and wild, a exclaimed in a loud but convulfive 
tone of voice, “* Where is Maria? Think not to wreft 
her from me, I will fee her once more—I come to 
“die with thee, my love. Stand off ye inhuman 
" wretches-—off, and give me way.’ He then broke 
th rough the srows, which had oppofed him, and feeing 
the 2 collin he ftarted fome paces backw ards—" Help me, 
‘ fhe is murdered !” he exclaimed; ‘* my gentle love 
“‘ is murdered!” and throwing himfelf on the ceffin, 
he became fpeschlets with agony. It was with the ut- 
molt penculty we tore him from it—he ttryggled hard, 
and h eee es darted fire ; but at length having hi berared 
himfe if, he paufed a mapiente=then {triki ing his fore- 
head: with his hand, muttered, “I will—’tis fit it fhouvid 
‘* be fo ,;” and darting furioully through the aifle, dif- 
appeared, But fcarce had we time to breathe, before 
he again entered, dragging ia a man advancedin years. 
“Come on thou wretched author of tav being !” he ex- 
claimed, ‘‘ come, fee the devaftation thou haft made!” 
andc ompel Hed him to approach the coffin, * Look,” he 
faid, “fee! where fhe bleeds beneath thy ruthlefs arw ! 
“ Oh my deferted love! fee’it thou not how fhe fuppli- 
* cates thy mercy !__Perdition ! but I will not eurfe 
** thee, O my father, I will not curfe thee—” So fayi ing 
he en himfelf on thecofin. The old manin the 
nean time, became the very picture of horror; his hair 
Hpod-crett, his face was pale as death, and his teeth 
ftruck each other—he looked firft upon the coffin, and 
then upon his fon, and racked with pity and remorte, he 
at we burft into tears. ‘* Have compaflion on me, my 
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& fon!” he cried, “kill not thy father.”—— It is 
“‘\enough” {aid the youth, flowly lifting up his head— 
“ I is enough my father ;” and being now more calm, 
we prevailed upon him to arife ; and Arnoid, after fome 
time, concluded the ceremony. 

You may naturally conceive our confternation, Sir, 
during the dreadful feene, and how much it would fhock 
the feelings of the worthy curate ; who, after the firft 
tumult had ceafed, conducted himfelf with all that dig- 
nity and mildnefs of manner fo peculiarly engaging in 
his charaéter.—Old Stafford and his fon, who was with 
difficulty perfuaded to quit the charch, were now led 
to the parfonage. Their appearance had been occaf- 
oned by a letter written by Mifs Stafford to her bro- 
ther, mentioning the fituation of Maria, her mifcarri- 
age, indifpofition, and the treatment fhe had met with ; 
and irritited to the higheft degree, he immediately left 
the continent, and arrived at his father’s houfe ear- 
ly en the fame day Maria was bu.ied. Her death was 
unknown at H—t—n hall, and Henry infifted upon his 
father’s accompanying him inmedictely to the curate’s ; 


_ as his prefen¢e would be neceffary for the fatisfaétion of 


Loth parties. Mr. Stafford was much averie to the 
meafure ; but as his fon’s health had been lately upon 
the decline, and his prefent agitated {tate contributed 
greatly to increafe his complaint, he reluctantly com- 
plied with his requeft, ftill hoping to avoid fo'unprofita- 
ble a connection. Ujon thetrarrival at Ruyfd—le, they 
drore to the parfonage, and being there informed of 
the death of Maria. and that the burial fervice was then 
actually performing, the carriage was ordered to the 
church, and Henry rufhed in,in the manner above 
mentioned 

The Staffords having continued a couple of days at 
the parfonage, returned to H}—:—n hall. Young Staf. 
ford’s health is {till very bad, and we are apprehenfive 
he will fall a facrifice to the unfeeling tyranny of a fa- 
ther, whofe remorfe is now as exceffive as itis fruitlefs, 

Ifhall ftay here a few months with my worthy friend, 
until time hath in fome degree mitigated the preffure of 
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his misfortune. I find alfo melancholy pleafure in vi-, 
fiting the many fcenes in this neighbourbood whofe ro- 
mantic and fequeftered beauty gave employment to the 
pencil and the tafte of Maria, and I am now finifhing 
this hafty fketch on the banks of the rapid Sw le, 
and under the fhelter of an oak, whofe antique branches 
throw a broad and ample gloom athwart his furface ;— 
turbulent he pours along beneath y on fcowling precipice 
—he rifes from his bed, and wild his gloomy fpirit 
firiecks. Here, Sir, can I indulge the fervour of my 
imagination—=here can I call upon the fleeting forms of 
fancy—I can here hold converfe with Maria; and yield- 
migto the penfive bias of my mind, enjoy the torrent 
aud the howling ftorm, 
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CATHARINA I, EMPRESS OF RUSSIA, 





_ WOMEN, it has been obfervel, are not naturally 
formed for great cares themfe!ves but t» foiien ours — 
Their tenderncfs is the proper rewa'd for the dangers 
we uncergo for their prefervation; and the eafe and. 
cheertulnefs of their couver!atton, our delirable retreat 
from the fatigues of our iatenfe application, They 
are confined within the narrow limits of domeftic atii- 
duity ; and wh nthey tray beyond the {phere, are con- 
fequently without grace. 

Fame therefore has been very unjuftly difpenfed a- 


mong the female fex. ‘Thole who leait deferve to be’ 


remembered, meet our admiration and applaufe ; while 
many who have been an honor to humanity, are pated’ 
ever in filence. Perhaps no age has produced a flrong- 
er inftance of mifplaced fame than the prefent—'he 
Semiramis and the Thaleftris of antiquity are talked of, 
while a modern character infinitely greater than either, 
is unnoticed and unknown. ; 
Catharina Alexowna, born near Derpat, a little city 
in Livonia, was heir to no other inheritance than the 
virtues and frugality of her parents. Herfather being 
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dead, fhe lived with her aged mother, in their cottage 
covered withftraw ; and both, though very poor, were 
very contented. Here, retired from the gaze of the 
world, by the labor of her hands fhe fupported her pa- 
rent, who was now, incapable of fupporting herfelf.— 
While Catharina fpun, the old woman would fit and 
read fome book of devotion. Thus, when the fa- 
tigues of the day wer@pver, both would fit down con- 
tentedly by the fire fid@} and enjoy the frugal meal with 
vacant feftivity. 

Though her face and perfon were models of perfec. 
tion, yet her whole attention feemed beftowed upon her 
mind——Her. mother taught her toread, and an old Lu- 
theran minifter inftru€ied her in the maxfms and duties 
Of religion. Nature had furnifhed her not only witha 
ready but folid turn of thought, not only with a ftrong 
but aright underftanding. Such truly female accom- 
plifhments procured her feveral folicitudes of marriage 
from the peafants of the country, but their offers were 
refufed. For fhe loved her. mother too tenderly to 
think of feparation. 

Catharina was fifteen when her mother died ; fhe now 
therefore left:her cottage and went to live with the Lu- 
theran minifter, by whom fhe had been inftructed from 
her childhood. .In this houfe fhe refided in quality of 
governefs to his children ; at once reconciling in her 
character unerring prudence with furprifing vivacity. 

The old. man, who regarded her as one of his own 
children, bad her inftructed in dancing and, mufic by the 
mafters who atiended the reftof his family ; thus fhe 
coutinued to improve until he died, by which accident 
fhe was once more reduced to her priftine poverty. The 
country of Livonia was at this time watfted by war, and 
lay in.a meft miferable ftate of defolation. ‘Thefe cas 
lamities are ever moft heavy upon the poor; wherefore 
Catharina, though poffeffed of fo many accomplifiments 
experienced all the miferies of hopelefs indigence. ~- 
Provitions became every day more {carce, and her pri. 
wate flock being entirely exttuguithed, fhe refolved at lah 
te travel to Marienburgh, a city of great plenty. 
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With her fcanty wardrobe, pactked up in 4 wallet, fie 
fet out on her journey on foot. She was to wrilk 
through a region miferable by nature, but rendered ftill 
more hideous by the Swedes and Ruffians, who, as 
each happened to become matters, plundered it at dif- 
cretion ; but hunger had taught her to defpife the dan- 
gers and fatigues of the way. 

One evening, upon her journey, as fhe had entered 
a cottage by the way-fide, to take up her lodgings for 
the night, fhe was infulted by two Swedifh foldiers, whe 
infifted upon qualifying her, as they termed it, to follow 
the camp. They might probably have carried their in- 
fults into vroience, had not a fubaltern officer, accadent- 
ally pafling by; come-in to her affiftance. -Upen his ap- 
pearing, the foldiers immediately defifted ; but her 
thiankfulnefs was hardly greater than her furprife, when 
fhe inftantly recolieéted in her deliverer, the fon of the 
Lutheran. miuifter, her former inftru€tor, benefactor, 
and friend. 

This was an happy interview for Catharina——The lit- 
tle {tock of money fhe had brought from home was by 
this time quite exhaulied; her clothes were gone, piece 
by piece in order to fatisfy thofe who had entertained 
her in their houfes; her generous countryman, there- 
fore parted with what he could fpare, to buy her clothes, 
furnifhed her with a-horfe, and gave her letters of re- 
commendation to Mr. Culck, a faithful friend of his 
father’s, and fuperintendant of Marienburgh. 

Our beautiful ttranger had only to appear, to be well 
received ;’fhe was immediately admitted into the fu- 
perintencant’s family, as governefs to his two daughters 
—-and though yet but feventeen, fhewed» herfelf capa- 
ble of infiruCling her fex not only in virtue but politenefs. 
Such was her good fenfe and beauty,-that her mafter 
himfelf in a fhort time, offered her his hand, which te 


his great furprife, fhe thought proper to refufe. .Actu- 


ated by a principle of gratitude, the was refolved to 
marry her deliverer only, even though he had loft an 
arm, and was otherways disfigured by. wounds in thé 
fervice. . 
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m others, as foon as the officer came to town upon du- 
y Nhe offered him her perfon, which he accepted with 
tranf{port, and their nuptials were folemnized as ufual. 
But all the lines of her fortune were to be ftriking ;— 
The very day on which they were married, the Ruthans 
laid fiege to Marienburgh: The unhappy foldier had 
now no time toenjoy the well earned pleafures of ma- 
trimony ; he was called off before confummation to an 
attack, froin which he was never after feen to return. 

In the mean time the fieee went on with fury, aggra- 
vatedon one fide by obitinacy, on the other by revenge. 
This war between the two northern powers at that 
time wastruly berbarous; the innocent peafant and 
the harmlefs virgin, often fhared the fate of the foldier 
inarms. Marienburgh was taken by affault; and fuch 
was the fury of the affailants that not only the gar- 
rifon, but almoit all the inhabitants, men, women and 
children, were put to the fword; atlength, when the 
carnage was pretty weil over, Catharina was found hid 
in an oven. 

She had been hitherto poor but ftill was free—fhe was 
now toconform to her hard fate and learn what it was 
to be a flave. Inthis fituation, however, flie behaved 
with piety and humility ; and though misfortunes had 
abated her vivacity, yet fhe was cheerful. The fame of 
her merit and refignation, reached even prince Menzi- 
koff, the Ruffian general—he defired to fee her, was 
ftruck with her beauty, bought her from the foldier, her 
matter, and placed her under the direction of his own 
fitter. Here fhe was treated with all the refpect which 
her merit deferved, while her beauty improved every 
day with her good fortune. 

She had not been long in this fituation, when Peter the 
Great paying the prince a vifit; Catharina happened to 
come in with fome dried fruits, which fhe ferved round 
with peculiar modefty. The mighty monarch faw, and 
was ftruck with her beauty. He returned the next day, 
talied for the beautiful flave, atked her feveral queftions, 


In order therefore, to prevent further folicitations 
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and found her underftanding even more perfect than ker 
perfon. Jw 

He had been forced when young to marry from: mo- 
tives of intereft, he was now refolved to marry purfu- 
ant to hisown inclinations. He immediately requefted 
the hiftory of the fair Livonian, who was not yet cigh- 
teen. He. traced her through the vale of obfcurity, 
through all the viciflitudes of her fortune, and found 
her truly great inthem all. 

The meannefs of her birth was no obftruCtion to his 
defign—their nuptials were folemnized in private ;— 
the Prince affuring his courtiers, that virtue alone was 
the propereft ladder to a throne. 

We now fee Catharina, from the low mudwalled cot- 
tage, empre!s of the greateft kingdom upon earth. 
The poor folitary wanderer is now furrounded by thoa- 
fands, who find happinefs in her fmiles. She, who for- 
merly wanted a meal,is.now capable of diffufing plenty 
upon whole nations. ‘To her fortune fhe owed a part 
of this pre-eminence, but to her virtues more. 

She ever after retained thofe great qualities which 
firft placed her on a throne ; and while the extcaordina- 
ry Prince her hufband, labored for the reformation of 
his male fubjedts, fhe ftudied in her turn the improve- 
ment of her own fex. She altered their dreffes, intro- 
duced mixed affemblies, inftituted an order of female 
knighthood ; andat length, when ‘be bad greatly filled 
all the flations of emprefs, friend, wife and mother, 
bravely died without regret—rogreited by all, 
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Téie following instance of the superstition of the natives: 
— * . _- ( : : 

of Bengal, is token from the Fournal of a Genticnciy. 

who saw the ceremony performed. , 


* 


AMONG the many fuperftitious ceremonies prac- 
tifed by the natives of the Eait-Indies, the manner in 
which aneHindso explates his crinié€s, is perhaps: the 
-- Moit aitonibiagly fingular. 
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When any ferious misfortune happens to an'Hindoo, 
it fuppofed to be in confequence of his having offend- 
ed his God, and it is cuftomary for him to make appli- 
cation toa Bramin, to know thé will of the Deity, and 
in what manner he can appeafe his wrath. If his 
crimes have been very heinous, and he is not able to a- 
tone for them, by paying:a certain fum of money for 
the fupport of the Pagoda, the Bramin tells him, that 
the God requires he fhould do penance, by» inflicting 
punifhment upon himfelf, according to the rules of ‘the 
church. This poor, innocent, deluded wretch, believes 
the order of the Brainin, to be the oracle from Heaven, 
andaccepts of the terms of reconciliation with his ma- 
ker, with the utmolt effufions of joys He ardently fo- 
licits the afliitance of the Bramin to perform the cere- 
mony, and gives him every fannan-he is worth, for the 
kind interceffion he has made.. Matters being thts far: 
fettled, he prepares himfelf for the facrifice he is about 
to make, by retiring to a Pagoda, where for eight days 
he has no other nourifliment than a quart of Rice—du- 
ring this time he has nointercourfe with the world; his> 
fele employment is counting his beads. - 

At the expiration of eight days, he is fuppofed to be 
fufficiently cleanfed to appear before the mighty Bra- 
ma—he is then led out following his God, who is’ car- 
ried on a litter, attended by the Bramin and muficians, 
The proceffion moves flowly on with folemn pomp, to 
the pluce where the puntfhment is to be infli&ted, which 
is always where four principal ftreets meet.- ‘lL he litter 
is here fet down, and in tront of the God’ a Mage is > 
erected, in which is fixed a large poft—to this pofta fpar 
is attached, which ty the help ot braees is'moved in any 
direction. ‘he criminal afcends to the topof the ftage 
—the {par is lowered down, and two large iron: Rooks 

are fixed i: to his back ; the hooks are made fait to the 
fpar, by trong cords; he then tikes a bafket of flowers 
i) -his hand, and at a fignal given, he is hoifted forty. 
Feet into the air—the trumpets now found—the tam 
‘tau: beats, and the Heavens: re echo with: the cries of 
‘the multitude—in this manaer, hanging by the flefh of 
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his back, he remains for fifteen minutes—daring all tis: 
tine, there was not the Jeaft appearance of fear pi 2ur- 
ed in his countenance, or the leait vilible fign of pain— 
he feemed to exult in his futterinzs, andlike the martyrs 
of old, bled for the glory of God—his penance was ia 
the prefence of -his Deity, and his: offerings. were the 
Howers from his bafket. As thefe fell tothe ground, 
the multitude with enthufia tie madnefs, fought to gath- 
er them.- The time of his penance being elupfed, he is 
let down, the hooks are taken out of his back, a little 
ckinam is put ify the wound, and he is kd home amidit 
she acclamations of -h’s friends. He has now made his 
peace with his Maker, and is tauzht to believe he is 
gelng to enjoy uninterrupted felicity. 

EEE 
KOTZEBUE’s ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


ILLNESS AND DEATH OF AIS WIFE. 


[From his flight to Parisian the Autumn of 1799. ] 





WIEN my ill ftate of health drove me again to Pyr- 
montlat funnner, to drink of its falutary fpring, my be- 
Isved wif>, being then in the fifth month of her preg- 
Nancy, remained at» home.. Every letter I received 
from her, and wz commonly. exchaieed three or four 
letters in the week, brought the mot pleafing accounts 
of her health,and the aTurance thit ve had no with 
but-for.my return. - How ardently I purticipated in 
this with may be eafily tnagired! I, therefore, eagerly 
embraced the firft moments when it was poffible to ef- 
cape from the medical yoke, and flew. to her arims.— 
This was the beginning of September. - Our firft inter- 
view was at Gotha.. She caine thither tomeet me.— 
My tranfport at beholding her, our fir embrace, the 
heart-felt: joy with which I contemplated her blooming 
cheeks manifefting.pure health and content, thé anima- 
tion that {parkled from her eyes—how prefent are all 
thefe ideas to my imagination! How does my fancy 
leve to dwell upon the enchanting images! Fain would 
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-amy\pen deferibe them in equally glowing colours !— 


i, hae are unequal to the.taik !. Yet every one who 
haga heart.can imagine them all. 

‘'wo months more paffed on. . I faw, without alarm, 
the moment approach when I. was-to be prefented with 
a new pledge of our love, fince no reafan for.alarm then 
appeared. i did all that lay in my. power to prevent 
danger—TI perfuaded ny Frederica to take a walk with 
me almoft every day, in the beautiful park at Weimar, 
which was indeed her favourite refort.. How have we 
ftrolled about there arm in arm,.in. fweet converfation, 
building caftles. in the air,-forming conjectures on the 
future, reviewing the. paft, and enjoy ing the prefent !— 
Sometimes talking about our abfent friends, amufing 
ourfelves with fpeculations on what they might be abou® 
at that moment, what, and when, they fhould write to 
us, or where, and when,.we fheuld fee them again. 

‘In the little hut made of. the bark of trees, or at the 


“waterfall, or upon the hill, or by the. three. pillars, or 


where we look over the meadows in the valley as upon 
a ftage—have we often ftood or fat, contemplating the 
varied beauties around us. | Qh, may the fweeteft, the 
molt refrefhing dew, fall upon:ye, every morninz, ye 
trees and flowers, for you. were witnefles of my happi- 
nefs! Ever mayeft thow flourifh and look gay,1hou ver- 
dent.turf, for thou hait been preffed by the footleps of 
mv beloved wife! How would fhe laugh wher our Wil- 
liam. would fometimes ftand upon his kead, and fet the 
little dog barking with comic eagernefs at fo unufual a 
fight! Never, never, will a happier couple enjoy thy 
-charms, thou lovely fpot! | 
Often too, have we.vilited Belvedere and Tieffurth, 
country feats near Weimar. ‘There did we fit undera 


tree, and regale upon new milk, while my Frederica: 


réjoiced at finding-the weather {till fo warm that altho® 

in the month of O&ober, we could remain out in the 

air, whereas at home we. were ‘always creepsog to the 

fire. « Thefe little excurfions were always fo pleafant 

toher,.thar in every the moit minute incident Me found 
_ afource of delight. 
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About a month before her confinement, fhe accomp=< 
nied me to Leipfick fare. She was on that day uncom- 
monly cheerful and animated, and at our return home 
affured me, that fhe never in her life enjoyed any thing 
of the kind more highly. Oh, what greater delight can 
the world afford thanto have contributed to the enjoy- 


- ment of her whom we love ! 


Thus, amid a conftant reciprocation of pure and in- 
nocent. happinefs, did the hours pafs on, till. the mo- 
ment approached of which neither of us entertained 
ihe leait apprehenfion. My Frederica had always en- 
joyed uninterrupted health—her only medicine was 
ftrawberries, and never fince our abode at Weimay had 


the apothecary been enriched by her to the amount of 


a‘fingle dreyer. 


At length onthe eleventh of November, fhe was fafe- 
dy and happily delivered of a daughter. For the firft 
ahree days fhe was remarkably well, and wasall life and 
animation, laughing and affuring us that alying-tn was 


a-mere joke. Never, fhe faid, had fhe been fo well—~ 
never in the firft. three days, felt a like appetite, ora 
like freedom from pain. In fhort, every thing-feemed 


to promife,her fpeedy recovery, and the. httle cloud 
which muft.at fuch a period inevitably for a moment, 
_darken the horizon, feemed entirely dilperfed. - Such 
was her own opinion, as.wellas.that of all around her. 


Ah? were there then on earth a mortal happier than 
11 The whole creation feemed mine, and i its fovereign ! 


“Who could fuppofe that thefe. were to be the laft happy 
days of my life. 


(To be continued.) 
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“HE that would be well fpoken of himfelf, muft -not 


Speak ill of others. 


‘Keep good men.company; & fall not out with the bad. 


Suppers kill more than the greateft doctor ever cured. ; 


Have money, and you willfind kindred enough. 
The beft thing in gaming is, that it be but little ufed. 














Oy eee eee ee” fa ee - 





